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Champions for the Environment 
Do you want to learn how the whales are doing in our harbour? Or what can be done 
with that big blob of plastic floating in the ocean? Or gas emissions from global trade? 
This series of lectures presents many solutions for the environmental issues plaguing 
our planet. Environmental problems can be daunting so this series explores some 
positive and measurable steps forward. The series includes presentations on green 
architecture, ocean plastic, costs of environmental damage, legal advocacy to preserve 
our environment, and land conservation. Join us in celebrating the solutions to many 
ecological and climate change issues. Finally some good news! 

March 5: Eco-Friendly Design: Ethics & Challenging the Grid 
Green architecture and home design is the way forward! As we learn to live more in 
harmony with the natural environment, we’re all keen to find new eco-friendly and 
sustainable ways to improve and decorate our homes to ensuring we have a lighter 
impact on our natural environment. Topics include renewable energy sources and 
choosing sustainable products. 
 
Presenter: Curtis D. Krahn: B.E.S., M. Architecture. Curtis is the founding principal of 
Synthesis Design Inc. Prior to its inception in 1992, Curtis studied and received his 
Master’s Degree in Architecture at the University of Oregon, and has focused on 
residential design over the past 25 years. He loves designing homes and comes by his 
passion honestly. Having grown up on the North Shore, it is the familiarity and 
geographic diversity from Deep Cove to Horseshoe Bay that creates exciting challenges 
and opportunities with every new project. www.synthesisdesign.ca/  

March 12: The Plastic Bank 
The Plastic Bank is a platform for the world to gather together to alleviate global poverty 
and ocean plastic. It is a convenience store for the world's poor that accepts plastic waste 
as a currency and is sustained through the use of Social Plastic. The presentation will 
explain The Plastic Bank’s mission and model, and answer all questions the North Shore 
Elder College members may have. The iconic movie “A Plastic Ocean” will be shown. 
Noah Katz will also share a very simple way we can all get involved at no cost to us but 
with great reward to the environment. www.plasticbank.org 

March 19: International Trade and the Environment 
Alastair is a PhD Candidate studying environmental economics at the Vancouver School 
of Economics. He will present his two current streams of research. The first is improving 
our understanding of how consumers respond to information and financial rewards by 
evaluating the effectiveness of a novel energy conservation program. The second is 
studying substitution between ocean and air transportation within international trade, 
and the impact of this on trade flows and efforts to regulate this growing source of 
carbon emissions. 

http://www.synthesisdesign.ca/
http://www.plasticbank.org/
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Presenter: Alastair Fraser: PhD Candidate, Vancouver School of Economics. Prior to 
his PhD, Alastair completed graduate degrees in both physics and economics. He used 
nano-mechanical devices to study and control the effect of atomic defects on 
magnetism, built a microscope capable of imaging atoms, and researched technological 
lock-in and innovation of clean energy technologies. Alastair has balanced his academic 
interests with a variety of other experiences. He has been responsible for intercultural 
conflict resolution in a residence housing students from over 40 countries, helped 
mentor and support refugees arriving in Canada, managed the start-up of a water filter 
factory in Kenya, helped organize a bias-neutral student delegation to the Alberta oil 
sands, and knocked on doors for several NGOs. 

March 26: Ecojustice - Canadian Case Files 
Ecojustice lawyers go to court to tackle Canada’s toughest environmental challenges. 
Just as labour laws regulate working conditions and wages, environmental laws can be 
used to limit the use of dangerous chemicals, protect trees from being cut down, and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Since 1990, Ecojustice lawyers have represented 
community groups, non-profits, First Nations, and individual Canadians on the 
frontlines of the fight for environmental justice. In partnership with clients, they launch 
lawsuits to achieve legal precedents that keep harmful substances out of the 
environment, protect wilderness and wildlife and take aim at climate change to push for 
stronger laws. 
 
Presenter: Kimberly Shearon: Director of Strategic Communications. Kimberly was 
born and raised on Vancouver’s North Shore, where she dreamed of becoming a 
journalist and changing the world. After a five-year foray out east for university and 
bouncing around some of the country’s top newsrooms, she turned in her media pass 
and joined the Ecojustice team. It has proven to be the perfect home for her and her love 
of bicycles and wandering through the woods. www.ecojustice.ca   

April 9: The Nature Trust of BC 
The Nature Trust of British Columbia is the oldest and largest provincial land trust in 
BC. They acquire ecologically significant land usually through purchase or donation, 
then care for this land in order to protect nature with its diversity of wildlife and plants, 
and their critical habitats. They conserve habitat for wildlife, fish and plants by 
acquiring ecologically significant land and then caring for it.  Birds are an important 
reason why they conserved properties like Boundary Bay in Delta and Trimm Farm on 
Westham Island, but not the only reason. They also conserve properties for many types 
of wildlife like Bighorn sheep, grizzly bears and Roosevelt elk. The Trust has conserved 
over 175,000 acres in our beautiful province of BC.  www.naturetrust.bc.ca 
 
Presenter: Robin Rivers or Deb Kennedy: Development and Communications 
Managers, The Nature Trust of British Columbia 
  

http://www.ecojustice.ca/
http://www.naturetrust.bc.ca/
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Spring 2018 Details 
 10 to 11:30 am 

 Mondays, March 5 to April 9 

 Fir Room, New Delbrook Rec Centre 
 
 

 

Optional Field Trip: 

Please register separately for this event 

Friday, April 6: Port of Vancouver Discovery Centre 
Vancouver is Canada’s largest and busiest port. Join us on a visit to the newly renovated 
Discovery Centre to learn about the Vancouver Port Authority’s important role in 
managing the port, through an interactive and informative guided presentation. We will 
learn about the role of the port authority, its five business sectors, infrastructure and 
development plans, and the Port’s environmental initiatives. 
www.portvancouver.com/environment/ 

 
Participants will meet at the north end of the delegate concourse in the East Convention 
Centre at 100 The Pointe, 999 Canada Place, Vancouver.  
 
Please see the separate course overview for this field trip for full details. 

http://www.portvancouver.com/environment/

