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Fact and Fiction Spring 2018 

January 24 Fiction  
Alias Grace, Margaret Atwood 

Inspired by true events, Alias Grace tells the story of Grace Marks, a young, poor Irish 

immigrant and domestic servant in Upper Canada who - along with stable hand James 

McDermott - finds herself accused and convicted of the infamous 1843 double murder 

of her employer Thomas Kinnear, and his housekeeper Nancy Montgomery. 

February 14 Fiction  

Do Not Say We Have Nothing, Madeleine Thien 

This story weaves timelines and characters into a complex fabric that examines the lives 

of musicians in 20th-century China, and the effect of the monumental political changes 

that had ruinous effects on people’s lives, through to life in modern day Vancouver. 

March 7 Non-Fiction 

The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel How They Communicate: Discoveries from a 

Secret World, Peter Wohlleben 

Wohlleben shares his deep love of woods and forests to explain the amazing processes of 

life, death, and regeneration he has observed. He posits that trees live as a community, 

interacting for protection and can live to be very old, where solitary trees struggle alone 

and die much earlier. Drawing on groundbreaking new discoveries, he presents the 

science behind the secret. 

March 28 Fiction 
The Bees, Laline Paull 

This is a chilling but ultimately triumphant novel of a heroine who changes her destiny 

and her world, told through an imaginative character and society of bees.  
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April 18 Non-Fiction  
Plutocrats: The Rise of the New Global Super-rich and the Fall of Everyone Else, 

Chrystia Freeland 

Freeland dissects the lives of the world’s wealthiest individuals (the super wealthy 0.1%) 

with empathy, intelligence, and deep insight to explore social and economic history and 

inequality, including original interviews with the plutocrats themselves. 

Wednesdays 

2:30-4 pm 

PARC Education Centre 

2225 Marine Drive 

West Vancouver 


